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Report rips care at OKC VA, 


BY JUSTIN WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
jwingerter@oklahoman.com 


Unstable leadership at the 
Oklahoma City VA Medical 
Center led to “an inattentive 
and apathetic organizational 
culture” where problems arose 
and persisted, a federal report 
determined Thursday. 


CHARTER SCHOOL 
FUNDING 


Districts 
allowed to 
intervene 
in lawsuit 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


The state’s two largest 
school districts can intervene 
in a funding lawsuit pitting a 
charter school group against 
the state Board of Education, a 
judge ruled Friday. 

Oklahoma County District 
Court Judge Thomas Prince 
sustained motions by attor- 
neys for Oklahoma City Pub- 
lic Schools and Tulsa Public 
Schools seeking to be included 
in the litigation. 

“The school districts should 
be allowed to defend the inter- 
pretation of the law,” Prince 
said. 

At stake is state and local tax 
funding, which the Oklahoma 
Public Charter Schools Associ- 
ation contends in the lawsuit is 
not being equitably distributed 
among its member schools. 

“Oklahoma City Public 
Schools appreciates the court 
granting our motion to inter- 
vene, giving us a seat at the 
table as we go forward in this 
litigation to be able to ... pro- 
tect the financial interests of 
the district and its students,” 
attorney Laura Holmes said. 

The ruling could open the 
door other districts to get 
involved, said association 
attorney Bill Hickman, who 
asked the judge to deny the 
intervention requests. 


SEE LAWSUIT, 2A 


REMEMBER TO SET 
YOUR CLOCKS 


Fall back 


Remember to set your 
clocks back one hour 
before going to bed 
Saturday. 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

O God, let all people rejoice who 
put their trust in You; let them 
ever shout for joy. Amen. 


The appointment of Wade 
Vlosich last May as director of 
the hospital has provided sta- 
bility to a hospital that had been 
overseen by five directors in 
less than three years, the VA’s 
inspector general wrote in an 
89-page report. 

“T’m actually glad this report 
has been published,” Vlosich 
said in an interview Friday, 


Oklahoma State fans watch ESPN Game Day filming Friday in Stillwater. [PHOTO BY SARAH PHIPPS, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


because it gives the hospital 
a road map for improvement 
and allows it to move on. 

The report came at the 
request of U.S. Sen. Jim 
Inhofe, R-Tulsa, and followed 
a USA Today article that found 
cases of misdiagnoses in Okla- 
homa VA hospitals. A Vietnam 
veteran was told radiation poi- 
soning was a dental problem, 


leaving him without a nose or 
front teeth. Cancer was not 
noticed in a World War II vet- 
eran, allowing it to spread to 
his liver and lungs. 

The inspector general found 
a couple egregious mistakes. In 
one case, a patient underwent a 
colon procedure and developed 
sepsis, which was not docu- 
mented or communicated to 


BEDLAM FOOTBALL 


praises recent reform efforts 


other hospital staff. When sur- 
geons brought the patient back 
into surgery, he died. In another 
case, doctors did not receive 
consent from a patient before 
performing a non-emergency 
procedure that “could have 
resulted in long-term negative 
health effects.” 


SEE VA, 2A 


INSIDE 


More Bedlam coverage 
begins on Page 1B. 


Sooners will hear plenty from nearby OSU crowd 


STILLWATER — 


hmad Thomas knew 
when the verbal 
abuse would be at its 


worst. When he and his fel- 
low defensive backs huddled 
around the coaches to dis- 
cuss strategy. 

That’s when Thomas and 
his teammates  couldn’t 
answer back. That’s when 
the Oklahoma State Univer- 
sity fans sitting just behind 
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and above the visitors’ side- 
line would turn up the vol- 
ume. 


SEE BEDLAM, 3A 


The OSU Paddle People can make life miserable for visiting players. 
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Homebuilder pleads guilty to theft ring crimes 


BY JOSH DULANEY 
Staff Writer 
jdulaney@oklahoman.com 


A former homebuilder 
pleaded guilty Friday to 
involvement in an interstate 
theft ring. 

Dennis Lee, 44 of Nichols 
Hills, pleaded guilty to pos- 
session of stolen property that 
crossed a state boundary and to 
being a felon in possession of a 
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firearm, according to Mark A. 
Yancey, U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of Oklahoma. 
Yancey also announced that 
Kenneth Dale Smith, 53, of 
Oklahoma City, pleaded guilty 
to concealing a felony in con- 
nection with interstate theft. 
Lee and Smith were mem- 
bers of a group that stole motor 
vehicles and other items from 
Texas, Kansas, Missouri and 


stolen property to the Okla- 
homa City area and sold the 
items, Yancey said. 

The stolen property included 
tractors, golf carts, all-terrain 
vehicles, utility task vehicles, 
rough-terrain vehicles and rid- 
ing lawn mowers. Also stolen 
was an $18,000 pickup from 
Texas and a flatbed trailer from 
Kansas. 


Nebraska. They brought the SEERING,5A Dennis Lee 
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